Psalm 22 King David and King Jesus. (07.09.08 am)

This is a very important psalm as we look at theld3as a whole. This psalm is one
example showing that the whole of the Bible, a#l 8criptures, both Old and New
Testaments, belong together. They don’'t make se#ys@rated. You don’t get the full
picture if you have one without the other. You ¢drave the gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John and their story of Jesus, watliloe history of the people of God
In Genesis. You can’t have the letters of the dpd%ul, advising and encouraging,
explaining and applying the New Covenant, withtigt aws and demands given in
the Old Covenant. They belong together.

| heard someone give this illustration recently may have been at the Men'’s
Convention, | can't remember (getting old!) — tleayd that it’s like tearing an Agatha
Christie murder story in half, giving someone thistfhalf, and another person the
second half — the first person knows Lord Ponsd8imythe was strangled in the
library, but doesn’t know who did it and why; thecend person knows the butler did
it, but doesn’t knowvhat it was he did!

The Old and New Testaments are two halves of Gedisderful story of salvation -
you can’'t understand who God is and what he haes domou have one without the
other. We need to see God’s promises in the Oltafrent and the fulfilment of
those promises in the New.

| want us to look at this psalm in two ways, beeaitias two applications: firstly
what it meant to the man who wrote it — King Da\add then why it has deeper
significance than David will ever have imaginedhawit tells us about King Jesus.
Let's read Psalm 22 together then.

Those of us who know Scripture - and especiallyaitt@unt of the crucifixion of
Jesus as told in Matthew and Mark’s gospels —imithediately recognise some of
Jesus’ final words here in verse'ly God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
[Matthew 27, Mark 15] But | want to talk about thatthe second part, in a few
moments.

Firstly we have to look at David and what this Psalm méaritim, and what it tells
us abouhis experience, because when David wrote these wofdsurse he will
have had no idea of the significance of them thinchigtory, to that one event that
was to happen over 1000 years later. Why is Daviting this psalm?
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From those first words “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me/# can see
straight away that David is not having the bedafs!

David writes in Psalm 27The Lord is my light and my salvation — whom shall
fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life — obwhshall | be afraid?’'God is
everything to David. He trusts in God, he rest&od, he relies upon the help and
strength of God to give him success as the KinGad’'s own people.

What is he going to do here in the situation hddihimself in in Psalm 22? We see
him writhing in agony, as he tries to reconcile ltiefs on the one hand with his
experience on the other.

As we read through the psalm, we realise that Dsvidally in an awful situation:

1) How can he go on? He feels that the God he dipen  totally for his verlife
has forsaken him. God is just not there for him.cHes out in prayer to God all day
and all night (verse 2), but there is no answemnft@od. He’s gone, God has left him,
David is on his own now, and he doesn’t know why.

i) In verses 6 and 7 we see that David feels hhyetthose around him, he is despised
and insulted. Not only is God not working for hitrtlee moment, those closest to him
are actively working against him. They mock him abdise him so much, that he
doesn’t even feel like a man any more — he fekésdiworm — not even a strong
animal! They laugh at his faith in verse 8 — whighkes the problem of his feeling of
forsakenness by God even worse.

i) It gets worse in verses 12 — 18; he descriissattackers as animals encircling
him to bring him down and destroy him — bulls edang him (v.12), lions tearing at
the flesh of their prey (v.13), growling dogs summding him (v.16), ready to pounce.
He describes how he feels physically — pouredikatwater; his bones out of joint —
he can’t move, his body is useless; his heartimragt to wax; his strength is gone,
dried up; his tongue sticks to the roof of his nmoutfear does that to you. How bad
can it get?

His life is shattered, over, people are alreadydilng up his possession in verse 18.
He may as well lie down and die (v.15).

David is at the end spiritually and physically.

But interspersed with these verses and despeictegs of David's state of mind,
there are words of hope, David does not give upgvelin. 2
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Although his experiences at the moment are very heaalso knows that his God is
very real — so there is a tension between his faithod and his experience of life
here.

David’'s God is real and he remembers truths abodt Guths that he has
experienced in his life so far:

Look at verses 3 — 5: He remembers that Godmshironed as the Holy OneGod is
sovereign. He is in control of everything that elras been and that ever will be. God
Is the creator of all things and he is ruling.

David remembers that his people have trusted Goddiverance and help in the
past, and God has not disappointed their trust.i&pdwerful to save. He saved
David’s people in the past — why should it be aiffecent now?

In verses 9 — 11 he then remembers that God hasviadehim since he was born,
God had a purpose for him and provided for himheafved and became God'’s
chosen King. And | don’t know whether you noticldttword precious in verse 20 —
“deliver ... myprecious life from the power of the dogsDavid has an understanding
that in some way his life is precious to God.

We do well to note these words and experiencesavfdhere. | want to suggest a
couple of applications here: firstly that theramosdepth we can experience, that God
does not go deeper; and secondly that we find elelihce from our difficult
experiences by remembering who God is, and whabkalone.

Firstly, there is no depth we can experience, @@ does not go deeper.

David himself says in Psalm 4Be (God) lifted me out of the slimy pit, out oéth
mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gava finm place to stand.No matter
how desperate our situation feels at the momerd,i&well able to carry us through
and out the other side.

If we are Christians and know God, if we believattive are his because Jesus died
for our sins that we can have a relationship with, Isurely we aren’t going to think
that God got it wrong, he doesn’t want us any maesus died for us — was all that in
vain? Did he make a mistake? No, God rescued us $io0 and death, he is well able
to rescue us in any situation, no matter how dire.

Sometimes God allows us to sink so deep, justa&onk can see how deep his love
and his mercy is for us. 3
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And secondly, we find deliverance from our difficekperiences by remembering
who God is, and what he has done.

We’'re being bombarded at the moment with bad newsvery front, aren’t we — the
economy is in a bad way, food prices, gas andrelégtprices, petrol prices all going
up. Lots of people are experiencing difficultiegsts moment. Haven't we Christians
got the message everyone needs to hear — Godvemagay strength and help you
through. No matter how serious the problem, Godreaoue, God can save.

Do what David does here — he remembers who hisi§&saad what he has done.
Remember that God is all-powerful and that his pebpave trusted him in the past
without disappointment; remember that God has pgse for you and that he has
provided for you; remember that you are preciousod — so precious that he sent his
only son Jesus to die for you. Power, purpose,igi@y, precious.

It has to work for us as a church too. People hafeeis recently, manpower is low,
perhaps finances are a source of concern — lo@ndgo God. Remember those
things — God’s power, his purpose, his provisiod #rat we are precious to him — our
eyes should be on God. His love, grace and megynare than sufficient to meet our
needs. God says to Paul in the second letter tGdn@thian Christians,

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is deaperfect in your weakness.”

[2 Corinthians 12:9] Are we weak? He can be strong.

Remembering these things brings a wonderful transdtion in our thinking and our
attitude to our experiences. Let’s return to Psa?n

What we read in verses 22 to the end of the Psatwals a remarkable transformation
in David’s mind and heart. Where we saw him in &@sin verse 1, we now see him
in praise of God in verse 22‘ia the congregation | will praise you.and he
encourages all around him to praise God too, tmaohim and to revere him (v.23).
His vision of his purpose before God — his vowsdove God’s people (v.25) —is
renewed, and his vision of the future becomestcelalm once more in the remaining
verses. Verse 27 say#\|ll the ends of the earth will remember and tuonthe Lord,

and all the families of the nations will bow befdien.”

David has moved from focusing on his desperatesaedhingly hopeless situation,
through remembering God’s character and goodnga®insion, to looking up and
focusing on praising God for what he has done almatt\ve is going to do. 4
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That's where we need to get to — no matter how legpeur situation seems, no
matter how helpless we feel, we can trust Godgoue us. That well-known verse in
Romans 8 reminds u%,. we know that in all things God works for theagl of those
who love him,”— God is working it out, we can trust in him.

Let's remember who God is, what he has done, what going to do for us as we
sing ‘The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll not want’. Andtls remind ourselves that because
of these things we can trust in him.

We’'ve seen what David himself will have been thimgkwwhen he wrote these words
originally. But as | said earlier, this Psalm i®sjal because it is loaded with deeper
significance than David ever realised.

In the Old Testament there are maybe 15 prophetgsages that is verses or passage
about Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross; ad¢hib, 9 of them are found in the
Psalms; and of those 9, 5 are in this one Psalereldére very clear references to
Jesus’ death on the cross here.

We in our family enjoy finding out about our an@ast and have traced strands of our
family back to the 1700s. It's really interestimgfind out what occupations they had,
and in some cases how they lived and died. Butimeagne of your ancestors who
lived in the 900s, over 1000 years ago, knowing rowwere going to die, and
actually recording it in writing. That would be aratle because most of our ancestors
could not even write in those days. But if theyldphow miraculous that would

really be.

Here David is writing words which so clearly reterthe death of his descendant
Jesus, some 1000 years later. If that doesn’t agmze don’t know what will.

We will come to see the echoes of the words inRis&glm when we read Mark’s
account of the crucifixion in a few moments, butslgust draw out the parallels.

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken m@&®’David felt that he had been
forsaken by God, Jesus was forsaken by his hea¥ather.
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He had to experience this as part of sufferingoil@shment for the sins man has and
will commit. He went through total separation fr@od, his Father, for us — as well

as physical separation which he knew as he livealrmaan on earth, he now knew
spiritual separation as he hung there on the cross.

He experienced silence from God the Father. Weifiddficult to take sometimes —
as David did — when our prayers aren’'t answere@nwie feel God just isn’t
listening. How much greater must Jesus’ pain haenlas he suffered the silence of
God. Jesus who came down from glory in heaven &hden a cross, forsaken by
God, all alone.

Remember the crucifixion: Jesus hangs on the cnadls, through his hands and feet,
we read in verse 16hey have pierced my hands and my feet.”

As Jesus hangs there in agony, you will rememladrite becomes thirsty — this
echoes verse 15ny tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth.”

What is going on around him?

As people walked by, they hurled insults at hinrsee/ David saysAll who see me
mock me, they hurl insults;"they mocked the psalmist’s faith in God, theig sa
verse 8' ‘He trusts in the Lord, let the Lord deliver hith.Likewise in Matthew’s
gospel we read of those around Jedds,[Jesus] trusts in God. Let God rescue him
now if he wants him, for he said ‘I am the Son oflG [Matthew 27:42]

The soldiers watching over Jesus cast lots to $emewould get his clothing; David
here writes in verse 18They divide my garments among them and cast totefy
clothing.”

If there was only one reference here that coulthbtched to events at the cross, then
you might say it was only @oincidence that there was a similarity. But to have so
many verses here that echo what happened and hoely & can’t be passed off as
coincidence.

This is God at work. This event was prophesied @80 years previously. This was
an important event. Jesus’ death on the crossasrdice for my and your sins was
the most important event in history and it was knawadvance that it had to happen,
and it would surely happen. The cross and what éragxbthere was anticipated. The
deep significance of this Psalm is only surpassetth® events that happened on that
first Good Friday.
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William Temple said this: “ ‘There cannot be a Gidove,” men say, ‘because if
there was, and he looked upon the world, his veauld break.” The church points to
the cross and says, ‘It did.’ ‘It is God who maHlde world,” men say, ‘It is he who
should bear the load.” The church points to thesend says, ‘He did bear it.’

Prayer.

415 Come and see, come and see the King of love.
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